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Life withoul limits for people with disabilities

Assistive Technology Recycling Programs

Assistive technology can make
the world accessible (o those
with disabilities. One thing that
can make assistive technology
inaccessible is the cost. Some
items such as voice output
compulters and adaptations for
homes or vehicles can cost
thousands of dollars. Com-
pounding this problem is the
fact that the individuals who
need these devices Lypically
have lower incomes and may
not be able to afford even the
co-pay from medical assistance
or insurance.

To help remedy this, Pennsyl-
vania's Initiative on Assistive
Technology (PIAT) supports
several programs that may be a
source for “previously-owned”
devices which can be signili-
cantly cheaper than buying
new. Frequently, individuals

can even find equipment that
has been donated and is there-
fore available to them at no cost,
PIAT's Recycled and Exchanged
Equipment Partnership (REEP)
consists of several programs
that accept donations of equip-
ment, clean and repair them as
needed, and furnish them to
people in need.

Into New Hands and Changing
Hands both accept and refur-
bish a variety ol items [or reuse.
Into New Hands is maintained
by the Three Rivers Center for
Independent Living in Pitts-
burgh and Changing Hands by
UCP of North Central Pennsyl-
vania, located in Camp Hill.
Liberty Wheels, located in
Philadelphia, refurbishes and
loans mobility devices such as
wheelchairs and walkers. While
their location might make it
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maore convenient for a consumer
to start with a particular facility,
each of these programs serves
all Pennsylvanians.
In addition to the above pro-
grams, the "REEF Classilieds,”
is a free statewide service [or
people with disabilities, their
families, friends, service provid-
ers, and other interested indi-
viduals who want to find, buy,
sell, or donate previously
owned assistive technology.
This online listing of devices is
searchable by item, location and
cost and is constantly updated.
Also online, ATMatch.com is an
auction sile lor the sale of new
or used AT devices, as well as a
feontinued on page 4

In Memoriam

William F. Lindsley, a longtime [riend of UCP of NEPA, passed away on May 22,
Bill grew up in Binghamton, NY and graduated from Broome Community College.
He earned a degree in business education from Central Connecticut University and
master’s degrees in special education and educational administration from Lehigh
University. He was a special education teacher for the NEIU for 25 years. He and his

wife Doris were married for nearly 44 years.
Bill was a member of UCP's Board of Directors from 1981 to 1997, serving as vice-president and as
treasurer as well as on numerous committees during his tenure. He and Doris remained loyal supporters
of UCP in the years since he retired from the Board. They donated the grand prize for UCP’s Evening of
Treasure fund-raiser, a week at their condo on Hilton Head, every year since the event’s inception, and
they both volunteered at agency events.
UCP was named a recipient of contributions in Bill's memory. A list of contributors appears on page 5.
We express our sympathy to his family and our thanks for their continued support of the agency.




55" Annual Meeting Held

United Cerebral Palsy of Northeastern Pennsylvania celebrated 55
years of service to the community at the agency’s Annual Meeting
on Tuesday, June 24" at the Melting Pot in Scranton.

Officers for the 2008-2009 term are: John M. Darcy, President;
Linda Gable, Vice-President; Edward Karpovich, Treasurer; and
Marilyn Vitali, Secretary. Outgoing President Robert Schwartz
was presented with a plaque in recognition of his term of service.

Stafl members and independent contractors
honored for their vears of sorvice ar LICEs
Annual Meeting & Staff Appreclation Dinner
inctuded: {standing) Sally MoCullon amd
Kathryn Fountain, both recognized for 20
vears: along with Executive Director Sarah
Deab, Board Presidend fohn Darcy and Viee-
President Linda Gable,

Seated: Ann Pusaterd, 30 vears; Becky Gryesio,
24 years; and Ruta Labutis and Kathleen
Cutnm, botl for 15 vears,

The congregation of Trinity
Lutheran Church in Clarks
Surmnmit was honored for
the many ways they have
supported the agency over
the yvears. Members of the
church sponsor numerous
children in the agency's
Angel Tree project each
Holiday season and they
also support a number of
activities of the Lekotek

Members of Trinity Lutheran Church along with

represeniatives of UCP gather at the apency's
Annual Meeting.

Standing: Owigoing UCP Baard President Robert
Schwartz, and Trinity Congregation members
Suzanne Bolig, Heather and Robere Kline, Bitly
and foey Hamersly,

Seated: Trinity members Larry A. and Borty
Wood, UCP Execuiive Director Sarah Drab,
Carole Hamersly and newly installed UCP Board
President fohn M. Darcy.

program. The Church's Youth Group also volunteers at UCP's

annual Holiday Gift Wrap.

The Staff Appreciation Dinner was held in conjunction with the
Annual Meeting. Stafl members recognized for their years of service
were: Ann Pusateri for 30 years; Becky Gryczko for 25 years; Kathryn
Founltain and Sally McCullon, both for 20 years; Ruta Labutis and
Kathleen Quinn, for 15 years; Karen Kane for 10 years; and Christa
Donati and Oscar Sierra, both for 5 years.

Hello Everyone,

Executive Director’s Message

For many of us volunteering is a way to “give back” to our community. The individuals who attend our Adult
Day Program feel the same. Over the past year the consumers, their families and our staff have embraced the
idea of "giving back”. They collected and delivered food to Schaeffer’s Retreat in Carbondale. They designed,
purchased the materials and made lap blankets for the residents of The Gino Merli Veterans’ Center. For weeks
they collected items including cleaning supplies, cat and dog food, bird treats, blankets and newspapers for
the animals al the Genesis Wildlife Sanctuary at May Aug. The Humane Society of Lackawanna County was a
beneficiary of the kindness of the consumers of our Adult Day Program when they received the homemade
dog biscuits made especially for the animals waiting to be adopted.
UCP is grateful to be one of the organizations that have benefited
from the generosity and creativity of everyone involved in the Adult
Day Program. The picnic and home spa baskets donated by the Adult
Day Program for our spring basket raffle fundraiser were two of the

Scott Kaminski helps deliver supplies to Genesis
Wildlite Certter, just one of several volunteer
projects the Adult Program has done recently.

mosl popular baskets|

As the members of our Adult Day Program have demonstrated,
giving back to your community really makes a difference. I'd like to
take this opportunity to thank you for supporting UCP of NE PA and
the individuals and family we serve. On behall of everyone here at
UCP we hope you have a Happy Thanksgiving and a wonderful

holiday season.

Best Wishes
Sarah A. Drob







